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adulteration of food, of drugs, and of almost every
fabric in her mills and shops; finding that milk will
not nourish, nor sugar sweeten, nor bread satisfy, nor
pepper bite the tongue, nor glue stick. In true
England all is false and forged. This too is the re-
action of machinery, but of the larger machinery of
commerce. 'Tis not, I suppose, want of probity, so
much as the tyranny of trade, which necessitates a
perpetual competition of underselling, and that again
a perpetual deterioration of the fabric.

The machinery has proved, like the balloon, un-
manageable, and flies away with the aeronaut. Steam,
from the first, hissed and screamed to warn him; it
was dreadful with its explosion, and crushed the
engineer. The machinist has wrought and watched,
engineers and firemen without number have been
sacrificed in learning to tame and guide the monster.
But harder still it has proved to resist and rule the
dragon Money, with his paper wings. Chancellors
and Boards of Trade, Pitt, Peel, and Robinson, and
their Parliaments, and their whole generation, adopted
false principles, and went to their graves in the belief
that they were enriching the country which they were
impoverishing. They congratulated each other on
ruinous expedients. It is rare to find a merchant
who knows why a crisis occurs in trade, why prices
rise or fall, or who knows the mischief of paper money.
In the culmination of national prosperity, in the an-
nexation of countries; building of ships, depots,
towns; in the influx of tons of gold and silver; amid
the chuckle of chancellors and financiers, it was found